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OF THE 


Great St. Athanafius, 


Biſhop of ALEXANDRIA. ,, 


TER T is by the moſt conſidering 
Fre Oo Part of Mankind, look'd upon 
SE with Wonder, that the Goſpel, 


prnerity) which at its firſt Appearance 


7 in the World made ſuch great 
and ſpeedy Conqueſts over its oppoſite 
Powers, ſhould, in theſe latter Ages, be 


ſo far from making ſuch large Strides, 


yea, or the leaſt Step of fatther Progreſs, 


that it hath been driven out of all the 
Eaſtern Provinces it had gain'd. But if, 


on the other Side, they would give them- 
ſelves Time to reflect, that the Medern 
Goſpel differs as much from the Primi- 
tive in its Doctrines, as it doth in its 
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8 If it be ſo.chang'd, that were 
any Apoſtle to retutg into the World, 
he would be ſo *fargfrom owning, that 
he would not be able to underſtand it's 
the Change of God's Providence in ſuch 


. a Change of thEGoſpel, dught to admo- 


niſh us to turn opr Leal againſt thoſe ſe- 
cond Cauſes ; Which, as they have pro- 
15 Mon Lord diyorce himſelf; from 
his rches, To 14 ey encourage And 
impower that filſe and lewd Impoſtor 
Mabomet to ſeduee and ruin them. 

The Faith which at firſt prevail'd over 
phe e World, was no leſs abs to the 

ature, than to the Needs of Mankind. 
That every _Man needed a Mediator be- 
tween à holy God and himſeff, every 
Man's own guilty Conſcience convinc'd 

him ;. that the Son of God cad the 
World to perform that neceſſ by '. 
promilng Pardon: and everlaſtiſſg Sy 


thoſe that / would -beheve in hiſſi duc 
= a /DoQrine:ſoieaſy7 to the Uterint. 
ing, fo: welcome ta the Deſires, and ſo 
ohligingly offer'd, that as ſoon as 1 
cburted the World, it won upon it. 
But fad the Apoſtles brought: tlie mo- 
dern Goſpel either-tæ the learned Greeks 
or rude Barbarians ,,'told them, that God 
had ſent his Son into the World to ſave 
rom that would believe him, that he 
ge and not * the Hon. | but 
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the 


2 


E 


the other new impos'd Articles of Faith» 
in the Atbanaſinn Polytheiſm ; . ſhould 
they then have open'd their Packs of 
impertinent Myſteries, declar d that 


ſome- Men thereto firſt qualify'd by 2 


few Words, ſhould: afterwards, by other 
five Words, turn a bit of Bread into the 
Body of God, the Creator of Heaven and 
Earth, according to the Athanafian Do- 


ctrine, which himſelf and others muſt 


firſt worſhip, and then eat, &c. If ſuch 


Stuff as this had been preach'd, and ſuch 


Credulity as cannot be juſtify'd. from 


Folly and Nonſenſe, made the Condition 


whereon Men muſt hope to be juſtify'd 
from all their Sins; what conſidering 
Man would not rather ſtick to the Reli- 
gion of his Fathers, whatever it were, 
than change it for one ſo much worſe ?. 
T Thou ſbalt bave no other | Gods hut. me, 
ſaith God himſelf. in the Words: of the 
_ firſt Commandment : And again, by the 

Prophet Hoſea xiii. 4. Thou ſoalt know no 
God but me. The ſame plain Truth is as 


expreſly deliver'd in the New Teſtament, 


Mark xii. 32. There is One God, and there 
is none other but He; 1 Cor. viii. 4. There 
is None other God but One; Gal. iii. 20. 


God id One. This therefore; is the Scrip- 


ture Propoſition, That there js na ether 


God but One, or that God is One. But to 


this ſome Noveliſts have oppos d à con- 
trary Propoſition, T bt there is more than 


2 ws 
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One, who is God, or that God ig Three. 


There is, ſay they, a Father, his Son, 
and a Holy Spirit, diſtin& from both, 


each of which is God, and a God. 


Now fince the firſt of theſe Propoſiti- 


ons has been judg'd by God himſelf to 


be ſo important, and ſo neceſſary to be 
believ'd and profeſs'd, that He has made 


it the very firſt of his Commandments 


to Men; and ſince the other is inconfi- 
ſtent with it, and contradiQory to it, we 


muſt have as clear a Commandment and 


Revelation from God, to believe and pro- 
feſs the ſecond (which 1s to ſuppoſe, that 
God can make contrary Revelations con- 
cerning an unchangeable Truth) as 'tis 
evident we once had for the firſt: And 


we the rather demand this, becauſe thoſe 


whom the Noveliſts have ſuperadded to 


the One true God, are in Holy Scripture 


as plainly deny'd to be Gods, or God, 
as the Father is affirm'd to be that One 


true God: Mark x. 18. Why calleſt thou 
me Good (ſaith our Lord Chrift) there is 
none Good ſave One, that is God. Epheſ. 


iw. 4, 5, 6. There is one Spirit, one Hope, 
one Lord, one Faith, one Baptiſm, one God 
and Father of all, who is above all. In the 


firſt of theſe Texts, the Lord Chriſt denieth 


himſelf to be God, in the other, the one 
Spirit, and the one Lord being without 
doubt the Holy Ghoſt or Spirit, and the 


Lord Chrift, and they being here diſtin- 


| guiſh'd 
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guiſh'd from and oppoſed to the One God, 


*tis evident, they are as much deny'd to 
be the One God, as the one Hope, one 
Faith, or one Baptiſm are deny'd to be 
that One God. 1 95 


The Truth is, the Holy Scriptures are 


ſo copious and plain in this Matter, that 


— — 


the more learned Trinttarians confeſs, 


That the Doctrine of the Trinity is not 
founded on the Scriptures, but on the 
Tradition of the Church; ſo ſay all the 


Catholick Doctors. Some of them have 


not ſcrupled to own, That this Doctrine 
is contrary to Reaſon, and that ſuch as 


have pretended to prove it by Scripture, 
Sito artificio vincuntur, are beaten at their 

own Weapon by their Adverſaries the 
 Unitarians, ſo ſaith D. Petavius, the moſt 


learned Writer of the moſt learned 
Order. 5 e 
Thus the Trinitarians owning them- 


ſelves, that the Scriptures are not ſo fa- 


vourable to them as to their Adverſaries, 


and not being able expreſly to deny the 


Scriptures; yet what is next to it, they 


elude the plaineſt Texts by Scholaſtick 


and Metaphyſical Snbtilties; and then 
framing their Creeds out of theſe laſt, 


they abſolutely refuſe a Subſcription to 
the Scriptures, and require Men to ſub- 


{ſcribe and ſwear to thoſe Creeds that are 


contrary to the firſt Commandment of 
Scripture, to the Apoſtles Creed, and to 
835 = | that 
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that ſhort Creed which the zealous and 
faithful St. Paul gave to the Romans, ex- 


cluſive of all Carnal Rites or Ordinances, 
and yet incluſive of Salvation, where none 


of thoſe weak and beggarly Elements to which 


ye defire again to be'in Bondage, Gal. iv. 9. 
are made the Terms of our being ſav'd, 
or the Motives of our Zeal for the Truth 
of God. The great St. Paul tells us, Rom. 
Xs! 9. F thou 25 confeſs with thy Mouth 
the Lord Jeſus, and ſbalt believe. in thine 

Heatt, pra God has * him from the 
dead: thou ſhalt be ſaved, Here are but few 
Words, 8. ſhort Sentence, as it were 3 hut 

the Promiſe is full and great, gig. the 
Salvation of our Souls. Here is xequir d 
our confeſſing the Lord Feſus, foy 3s to 
bow down under his Power; a believing = 


in the: Heart, that God rais'd him from 
the Dead, that we through the Faith f 


the Opergtion of the Great God of Hea- 
ven and Barch, may alſo be rais d: up-witn 
him to tte Poſſeſſion of eternal = 
As this is a Truth beyond all Contra- 
diction, great muſt be « Athanaſan Un · 
charitabieneſs and: Preſumption, who have 
taken other Meafures, and ſet. another 
Rule of, Chriſtianity, than Fefrus = 
Apoſtles gave. This ſincere Cpnfeſſion 
—— Obriſt and his. Apoſtles 3, put it 
will not ſatisfy thoſe that yet pretend. ta 
believe them 3 twas enough then fox 3 


Miracle and Salvation, but it goes for es 
= dle 


ww, 


T4] 


tle or hothing now. ' A Man may'fincere- 
ly believe this, and be ſtigmatiz'd for a 


Schiſmatick, an Heretick, and àm Atheiſt: 


But I may ſay (as Chriſt did to the Jem. 
in another Caſe) From the Beginning 2. 10 
Nor qe. 15 | ; HS 9-0 ole ip & Bp bo 2 

3 famous of their Cerdi is that 
of St. Athanaſius; I will fay ſomething of 
the Creed, and then:of the Mean. 
As to the Creed, the latter Ages, diſ- 
puting the Queſtion in the Schools with 
leſs Heat, but mafe Subtilty, have deter- 
mind the Queſtion quite otherwiſe than 


Hthonaſms had dene 2 For thus in his Dia 


logus on this ſubject a The Divine Nature 
is commun to Father, Son, and Holy: Gboſt, 
as the Human Nature ig common co Peter, 


James, und John; and when the Adver- 


ſary objects, that then Father, Son, and 
Holy :Ghoſt muſt be three Gails, as Peter, 


Fares; and Fob, are three Men; he de- 


nicth. that Peter, James, and John are 
three Men, if they be of one Mind, be- 
caufe then they are one in the Lord j; but 


a Heathen, a: Jem, and a Chriſtian are 


three Men, beciuſerofgtliree ſeveral finds. 


And with a nesterReſemblance he addeth, 
the Father; Son, n Hoyheſt, are as Biſbop, 
Prieſt, and Deacon; ht Biſbep, Nriiſt, and 
Deacon are ino om, ſo therefore are Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt. Acham Dial. de 
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At this rate a Heathen may by the 
_ fame Rule juſtify Polytheiſm, provided 
his Gods diſagree not amongſt themſelves. 
The School-men therefore will not ſtand 
to this State of the Queſtion, but diſtin- 
guiſh between Perſon and Sippoſitum ra- 
tionnle; which (vet) they cannot ſo do 


as to ſatisfy themſelves, and therefore 
ſhelter themſelves in their impregnable 


Fort, Myſtery, and thence thunder upon 
the Adverſaries both of this and of ano- 


ther no leſs belov'd Myſtery: For they 


make this their Cock-argument for Tran- 


ſubſt ænti ation, That fince the Scripture is 
no 11s: expreſs for the one than the o- 


ther, and the Contradictions no lefs groſs 
in tlie one than in the other, therefore 


we muſt embrace the one as well as the 


other. 


Now ſuch Doctrines as theſe may be — 


profeſs'd by the Roman Political Church, 


becauſe it gives Countenance to their o- 
ther Abſurdities, and e Traditions 


added to Scripture; by which they have 
gain'd conſiderable Veneration, and con- 
ſequently Dominion and Riches to their 
Clergy : But in a Reform'd Church, 
where the Scripture is held to be a com- 
pleat Rule of Faith and Manners, and 
alſo to be clear and plain in all Things 
neceſſary to Salvation, even to the mean- 
_ eſt Underſtanding, that reads it or hears 
it with Sobriety or Attention; 2 1 


( 
1 
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Confeſſion of Faith muſt be look'd upon 
intolerable, as being utterly inconſiſtent 
with thoſe Principles, and reducing us 
back to the Roman Bondage, 

St. Paul gives this his Apoſtolick Rule 
to the Biſhop and Miniſters of the Goſpel, 
That they ſhould hold faft the Form of ſound 
Words, in Faith and Love, which is in 
Feſus Chriſt, 2 Tim. i. 13, and Chaps iv. 
* "ow 


By holding faſt, J underſtand not to de- 
viate or depart from it in any Meaſure: 
For by prevaricating from this Rule, theſe 
Errors and Schiſms, and heterodox Opi- 
nions have been brought into the Church, 
to the great Prejudice of Chriſtianity. 
Men have had Liberty to ſow Tares a- 
mongſt the good Wheat, and Darkneſs and 
Night have gradually encreas'd, and 
ſpread over the holy Religion of our Lord 
and Saviour No Chriſt, And under this 
Veil of ſtrange Words, Metaphors, Figures, 
and Barbariſms, Men have introduc'd their 
___ own Fictions, inſtead of the Truth of the 
Word; and preach'd up their own Imagi- 

nations, Thoughts, Inventions, and Do- 

&rrines, inſtead of the ſaving Doctrine of 
the Goſpel. What are theſe foreign 
Words, ſuch as Clergy, Confeffion to Prieſts, 
Euchariſt, God. futbera and God-mothers, 
Hypoſtatick Union, Laity, Litany, Liturgy, 
Pardons, Penance, Purgatory, Sacraments, 
Trinity, with 1 other like Words, 

( not 


10 
not ſo much as once uſed in Scripture, 
or by any of the primitive Chriſtians , 


hut Words and Terms invented by 


Men eſtrang'd from the Truth, in the 


dark Night of Apoſtacy, which over- 


whelm'd the Chriſtian World; borrow'd 


from Heathen and Poptſh Authors, and 
rak'd out of the Cages of ſuch unclean © 


Birds, to the almoſt effacing the ſacred 


Face of Truth, which ſhin'd with ex- 
ceeding Splendor and Glory in the pri- 
mitive Chriſtianicy. The holy Apoſtles 
and primitive Miniſters of Feſus Chriſt, 
divulg'd and preach'd the Goſpel in its 
full Extent and Latitude, diſcovering the 


exceeding Riches of the Grace of God, 


without any of theſe barbarous, borrow'd, 
and obſcure Terms. They could preach 


Joi without any of that Rubbiſh, and 
vw 


y ſhould not the Miniſters of Feſs 


Chriff do the fame ſtill? Is the Face of 


Truth alter'd? Is the Goſpel chang'd ? Is 
the Way of declaring and preaching it 


become a new Thing, that they ſhould 


not rather ule the Words which the Holy 


Ghoſt reaches ? For what Reaſon 1s the 


Introduction of this Darkneſs and No- 
velty in our holy Religion, unleſs it be 
to obfaſcate or hide the Truth, darken 


uns Light and Splendor, induce Doubts 
and Errors into the Underſtanding, and 
keep Mankind in Ignorance, fo as to be 


always learning, but never able to come 
Et to 
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to the Kowledge of the Truth. This is 
a Conſideration worthy the Thoughts of 
all ſuch as love the Lord FeſusChrift, and 
are affected with the Holineſs and Purity 


of the Goſpel, that they may avoid the 


Snare, and not be taken in the Net, which 
the Enemy of Man's Soul has ſpread in 
the Way to eternal Life. 5 
Fam Man teach otberwiſe, and con- 
ſent not to whole ſome Words, even tbe 


Words of our Lord Feſtis Chriſt, and to 
the Doctrine which is according to Godli- 


neſs, he is prond, knowing nothing, but 


Aoting about Queſtions and Strife of Words, 


whereof comes Envy, Strife, Railings, evil 
Surmiſings, perverſe Diſputings of Men 4 
corrupt Minds, and deſtitute of Truth, 
1 Tim. vi. 3, 4. And the Apoſtle adviſes 
Titus to bold faſt the faithful Word, as 


be had been taught, that be might be able, 
| by ſound Det rine, hoth to e hort and con- 
vince the Gainſayers, Tit. 1. 9. 


The Apoſtle Peter has alſo told us, that 


10 Prophecy of Scripture is of any private 


Interpretation, becanſe it came not by the 
Vill of Man; but holy Men of God ſpeak as 
they were moved by the Holy Ghoſt, 2 Pet. i. 


20 21. | 


If the private Interpretations of Men 
about the Meaning of the Scripture be 
once admitted, there will then be no End 


of their various Meanings and Prevarica- 


tions from the Truth, according to the 
| 5 Sus - 


[ 12 ] 


Suggeſtions of each Man's corrupt and de- 
prav'd Mind: I fay, if this be once ad- 
mitted, where then ſhall we ſet up our 
Reſt? How eafilv may Apoſtates and falſe 
Teachers introduce their erroneous Opi- 
nions and falſe Doctrines; make Preva- 
rications from the Truth; force upon 
Hearers Meanings, not according to God- 


lineſs; which cheriſh Licentioufneſs and 
evil Works, and indulge their darling 


and belov'd Sins? 

But this ſhall ſuffice concerning St. 
Athanaſius's Creed, which Voſſius de Tri- 
bus Symbolis, Carnerarius, and Ell. du Pin 


in his Bib. des Aut. Eccleſ. do ingenuouſly 
confeſs was drawn up by God knows 
who, above fix hundred Years after that 


Age, in which Time a profound Igno- 


rance had overſpread Chriſtendom ; how- 


ever, the Eaſtern Churches would never 
oven it, no, not at this Day. 
Now, as to the Great St. Athanaſius him- 


ſelf, his firſt Preferment was Deacon to 


Alexander Biſnop of Alexandria; which, 


as the Diſcipline of the Church then was, 


is as much ae now to ſay the Biſhop's 
Man. Accordingly he waited on his Ma- 
ſer to the Nicene Council, which afſem- 
bled to judge of the Queſtions between 
Artus and the ſaid Alexander. In this 


Council Athanafrus, ſometimes interpoſing, 


| was noted to talk both ſo impertinently 


and fo erroneouſly, that the Council 


thought 


- OO C__ , 
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thought fit to check him, and cenſure his 
Heterodoxy. V = 
When the Council was ended, Alexan- 
der return'd to Alexandria, where he died 
in the Year 326. The See of Alexandria, 


the ſecond in the World for Authority 
and Riches, being thus vacant, there was 


a long Contention by ſeveral Competitors 
for the Succeſhon ; and the People were 
ſo wearied with Expectation, that at 


Length a Part of the Rabble cry'd up 


Athanaſius ;, and he and they getting into 
the Church of St. Dionyſus, forc'd two 


| Biſhops there and then (being the Night- 


time) to ordain him Biſhop of the Patri- 
archal See of Alexandria. 
The Biſhops of Egypt, Who were con- 


ven'd on this Occaſion to Alexandria, and 
without whoſe Approbation no Election 
to the Patriarchal or Metropolitan See 


was valid, by the Canons and Cuſtoms 


immemorial of the Catholick Church; 


the Biſhops (I ſay) of Egypt not only diſ- 
approv'd this Election and Ordination, 
but immediately anathematiz'd Athanaſius. 
But Athanaſius and his Homouſrans were 


too crafty for the honeſt and legal Party: 
For they preſently diſpatch'd a Meſſenger 
and Letter to the Emperor Conſtantine, in 
which they notify to him the Election of 


Athanaſms by the Alexandrians, and pray 
his Majeſty's Ratification thereof. Con- 
ſtantine knowing nothing of W 
5 | | an | 
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and thinking the Letter to be written by 


Conſent and Direction of ſuch as had the 
Right of Electien, approv'd by his Let- 


ters again the Election of Arbanafires by | 


the Alexandrians, and orders him to be 
own'd Biſhop and Patriarch of Alexandria. 


5 Atbanaſius immediately preſents the Impe- 


rial Letters to the Viceroy or Governor 


of Egypt, and eſpecially to his Oppoſers, 


who durſt now make no farther Words 


of the Matter. Thus, as was ſaid of 


one of the Popes, Intravit ut Vulpes : Put 
how did he govern? Why, he out-did 
the reſt of that Pope's Character, Regna- 
Sm: 55:57 6 Paper i 

Firſt, he procur'd the Governor to force 
the People to hear him, and to co mu- 
nicate with him. He put ſeveral ot the 
Alexandrian Clergy into Priſon, and even 
into Irons. He beat ſome of the Egyptian 
Biſhops with his Fiſts : He came into the 


Churches of others, where he broke the 


Altar and Communion-Cup, burnt the 
Common Bible, and (finally) demoliſh'd 
the Church it ſelf. He depos'd ſome 


Biſhops, and put into their Room PerTons 


who had been degraded for their fla giti- 


ous Lives by his Predeceſſors. He eon- 


ſpir'd with one Philumemis againſt the 
Emperor, and conſulted how to ſtop the 
yearly Fleet of Corn from Egypt, on which 
the Armies and Conſtantiuople depended : 
Hle committed Fornication, and * 
wit 
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with a Nun. Theſe, and abundance of 
the like and great Enormities, provok'd 
at length the Biſhops of Egype to write 
to Enſebins, Archbiſhop of Nicomedia, to 
apply the Remedy provided by the Ge 
nons, à Council of Biſhops. (Vide the 
„Letters of Euſebius 14nd Tbeognir to the 
Emperor Con/tantine, &c. Sozom. Lib. 2. 
28. Socrat. lib. 1. cap. 3 5,3 3 
_. Hereupon a Council was call'd at Coſi 
via, and the *fore-mention'd Crimes were 
fern againſt Atllanaſius by the Clergy 
of 3 and Biſhops of Egypt. The 
Names of ſome of the Biſhops were theſe; 
Euſion, Eudemon, Callinicns, Iſchyras, Euplus, 
Pachomius, Iſaac, Atbilles, Hermeon, Ada- 
man's, Arbatbion, Hnaubion, Peter, _—_ 

dort. | 
The Council Gali? d Athanaſius 60 
appear, and to anſwer concerning the 
Manner of his Election, and to the ob- 
jected Irregularities ; but he, knowing his 
Guilt, thank'd them for their Love, and 
ſtaid at Home: Therefore the Council 


petition'd Conſtantine to command Athana- 


ſius to preſent himſelf to the Council, 
which he appointed to be held at Tyre the 
next Year, being the „ear after Chriſt 


33. 

| At Fedthexaf Us IVEY} and brought 
with him ſome Biſhops of the Homonſion 
Faction: He deny'd all that had been ob- 
jected to him, and bird a Whore to ac- 


cuſe 


E 
cuſe Euſebius, Preſident of the Council, of 


Fornication with her; but Euſebius in- 
trappd and convinc'd her in ſuch Man- 


ner, as Dr. Sherlock (out of the Lives of 


Dr. Cave) has aſcrib'd to Athanaſius, in 


pag. 31 of his Vindication. So many Ac- 


cuſations were daily brought into the 


Council againſt Athanaſius, that the Fa- 
thers thought fit to ſearch into the very 


Bottom of Ach anaſins's Matters; and theres 


fore ſent a Deputation of fix Biſhops into 
Egypt, with Iſchyras his Accuſer, (and whoſe 


Chalice he had broken) to inform them- 
ſelves by Sight, and from the Mouths of 
all Perſons concern'd, about the Election 
and whole Carriage of Athanaſius. Theſe 


came back loaded with ſuch and ſo many 


Accuſations, charg'd by Oath on Atbana- 
feu, that the Council gave Sentence a- 
gainſt him, That he had ſlighted the Em- 
peror's Orders, and had made the Aﬀem- 
bly wait for him in an indecent Manner : 
Thar be came to Tyre with a great Multi- 
tude of People, and endeavour'd to make 
a Diſturbance there: That he had for 


ſome Time refus'd to purge himſelf of 


the Crimes laid to his Charge, and utter'd 
Injuries to divers Biſhops : That he would 


not ſubmit to their Judgment: That he 


was convicted of breaking a Chalice, by 
the Informations made againſt him at 4- 
lexandria: Whereupon the Council, for 


the Honour of the Chriſtian Name, and 


to 
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to purge the Church of ſuch a Scandal, 
firſt Synodically declar'd his Election and 

Ordination void, and then order'd that 
he ſhould no longer live at Alexandria, to 
infect the Place, 2 

What ſhould a loſt Man do? His deſ- 
perate Caſe admits of nothing but a deſ- 
perate Remedy; and however that hap- 
pens to ſucceed, he cannot be worſe of it 
than he is: Therefore Athangſius takes 
| Poſt for Conſtantinople, applies himſelf to 
' ſome great Courtiers of the Homouſian 
Peaction, and by them repreſents to the 
| Emperor Conſtantine, that the Council of 
Tyre was wholly Arian; that they had 
believ'd all Things againſt him, merely 
out of Hatred to him for his Zeal to the 

Nicene Faith; that therefore it was rea- 
ſonable his Cauſe ſhould be heard before 

ſome other Judge or Judges. _ 
Conſtantine, willing to do Juſtice, and 
deſirous alſo to find Athanaſius innocent, 
becauſe himſelf was 3 Homonſian, calls 
the Cauſe to his own hearing, ſummons 

the Witneſles on both Sides, and begins 

the whole Cauſe anew, being aſſiſted by 

a Council of Biſhops, whom he call'd to 
| Conſtantinople. But both he and the Coun- 
dil having heard the Accuſers, and the 

Defence made by Achan:ſius and his 
'Friends, he not only approv'd the Sen- 
tence of the Council of Tyre, but baniſh'd 
Athanaſius to Treves in Germany. It was 
— 1 ä 
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thought it ſhould ſcem he could do leaſt 
Hurt in this City, he being a Greek, and 
the City Latin and German, diſtant from 
Alexandria more than two thouſand Miles, 
and the utmoſt Border of the Roman Em- 
pire on the barbarous Nations. Sozom. 
lib. 2. 28. Socrat. lib. 1. cap. 35, 36. 


From this Time forward Conſtantine 


became an Unitarian; for having diſco- 


ver'd ſo much Wickedneſs in the chief 
Aſſerter of the Nicene Faith, he began 


more ſtrictly to examine the Reaſons of 
that Faith, Ar finding them invalid, and 
that all Antiquity was on the other Side, 
before he died he made Profeſſion of the 


Unitarian Doctrine, and was baptiz'd by 
 Enſebins of N ſcomedia, principal of the 
Unitarians. The Baptiſm and Death of 
Great Conſtantine happen'd in the Year 


337, Vid. Euſeb. in Vit. Conſtant. &c. 


As for Enſebinus, he alſo was by Church- 


men call'd The Great, for his Piety, Mi- 
racles, and {ſuch a Sweetneſs and Dexte- 
rity in Buſineſs, that he liv'd and died 
Chief Miniſter for Eccleſiaſtical Affairs 


to the Emperors Conſtantine and Conſtan- 


tins. In the Perſon of this Euſebius ceas'd 
the Power of Miracles in-the Chriſtian 
Church. There was at the ſame Time 
another Euſebius, an Unitarian alſo, Arch- 
biſhop of C?ſaria, he is call'd The learned 
Euſebins, and is Author of the celebrated 


_ Eccleſiaſtical Hi ftory, and other Works. 
| ien 
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Cujus erudito nomini et olim et hodie aſ- 
ſurgit totus pene Orbis literarius, ſaith the 
late Author of the Hiſtoria Literaria Scrip- 
torum Eccleſ. p. 129. But to return from 
theſe admirable Men to the no leſs ad- 


mirable St. Athanaſius. 


Conſtantine the Great was ſucceeded by 


his three Sons, Conſtantine, Conſtans, and 


Conftantius : Conflantine had for his Share 
France, Spain, and Great Britain; Conſtans 


had Italy, Sicily, and Africa; Conſtantius 


had Aſia, Egypt, Greece, and Part of Ilhyri- 


cum. Of theſe Conſtantine and Conſtans in 


the Weſt were Homouſians  Conſtantius 
in the Eaft was an Unitarian. I ſaid the 
two firſt were Homouſians; I uſe that 
Term, becauſe there was yet no ſuch 
Thing as a Trinitarian, the Divinity of 
the Holy Ghoſt not being yet believ'd by / 
any. Upon the Death of Great Conſtan- 
tine, all bamiſh'd Men (by the accuſtom'd 


Clemency of new Princes) were permit- 


ted to return to their Homes therefore 
Athanaſius allo return'd to Alexandria. 
But he behav'd himſelf ſo much worſe 
than ever, that the Alexandrians wrote to 


Conſtantius, humbly and , moſt earneſtly 
petitioning, that Athanaſius might be ei- 


ther put to Death, or baniſh'd. Upon 
this Conſtantius call'd a Council at Anti- 


och, in the Year 341, at which were pre- 
ſent ninety-nine Biſhops ; theſe again de- 
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20 
priv'd Atbanaſus, and ſubſtituted in his 
Room Gregorius. 


Athanafrus fl d to Rome, to Pope Julius, 


Where *tis ſaid he wrote his Creed, which 


he preſented to a Council fitting there; 
vet Baron us ſays, that that Creed was not 
publiſh'd *rill above three hundred Years 
after, in the Tol-ran Council; nor can any 
one tell us what that Creed was. : 
Pope Julius, being a great Aﬀerter of 
the Nicene Faith, wrote to rhe Biſhops of 
the Eaſt, that Athanaſius might return to 
his Epiſcopal Charge at Alexandria. The 
Eaſtern Biſhops therefore conven'd to Anti- 
och, and return'd Anſ{wer,* That they were 
very ſorry Fulius ſhould take Part with 
* Murderers, Demoliſhers of Churches, 


« Corrupters of holy Virgins, Robbers of 


the Church Plate, Inventers of un-ſcrip- 
« tural Words and Forms in Matters of 
„Faith, Traitors to the Emperor and to 
_ « their Native 9 they ſaid, the 
whole Eaſt was Witneſs of theſe Things, 
and therefore deſir'd Julius not to tranſ- 
greſs the Canons of the Church, by re- 
ceiving or favouring ſuch Perſons. = 
In the mean Time the Homonſian Bro- 
thers, Conſtantine and Conſtans, fall out: 
Conſtantine was vanquiſn'd and kill'd, and 
| Conſtans immediately ſeiz'd his Part of the 
Empire, and added it to his own; ſonow 
Conſtans was Emperor of the whole Weſt, 
and Conſtantius of the Eaſt. Athanaffus 


applyd 
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apply'd himſelf to Conſtans, tells him, 
that he had ſuffcr'd ſo much and ſo long 
for the Nrcene Faith; that all the reſt was 
Calumny invented by Adverſaries, and 
believ'd in the Councils becauſe the Fa- 
thers were Arians; and therefore prays 
that he may be reſtor'd to his Sce and 


| Authority. Conſtans upon this writes to 


his Brother Conſtantius, that a Council 


might be held at Sardica in Ulyricum, that 


ſhould conſiſt of the Biſhops both of the 
Eaſt and Weſt, Accordingly a Council. is 
call'd there, Anno 347. The Weſtern Bi- 
ſhops arriv'd firſt, and knowing the Mind 
of Conflans, took Athanaſf 7s, and all other 
depos'd and excommunicated Biſhops 1 into 
Council with them, and even commu! 
cated alſo with them, contrary to the 
Canons of the univerſal Church. 'There- 
fore, when the Eaſtern Biſhops arriv'd, be- 
fore they would enter into the Seſſions 
Place, they defir'd of the Weſterns, that 


Athanaſius and other condemn d Perſons 


might withdraw, and not fit in Council 
as Judges, or as having Right of Suffrage, 
'till they ſhould be legally and juridicially 
tor But the Weſtern Biſhops Having 


committed a Fault, reſolv'd to ſtand in 


it; and accordingly anſwer, That they 
knew ho Fault by Atbanaſius and the reſt, 
and therefore would not remove them 
from their Seſſion. The Eaſterns reply'd, 
that then the Eaſtern Biſhops would hold 
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2 Council by themſelves, and admoniſh 


the Weſterns. 

_ Firſt, Thar it was contrary to Canon 
and Cuſtom, that an Eaſtern Biſhop (as 
Athanaſius confeſſedly was) ſhould be 
judg'd by any but Eafterns, 
Secondly, That it was ſtrange they 
ſhould know no Fault by Atbanaſius, 
whom all the World knew to ſtand de- 
priv'd by the Councils of Tyre, Conſtanti- 


nople, and Antioch, and by Great Con- 


ſtantine. | 


— Thirdly, That Athanaſius would not have 
dar'd to appeal from theſe Sentences, 
but that his Perſon and the Proofs of his 
Crimes were unknown to the Weſtern Bi- 
ſhops, and many of his principal Accuſers + 


either ſo far diſtant in Place, that they 
could not be call'd, or after ſo long Time 


(twelve Years) wholly withdrawn by 
Death. Notwithſtanding, „ 


Fourthly, They offer'd that a Deputa- 
tion of Weſtern and Eaſtern Biſhops ſhould 
be ſent into Egypt, to examine all Matters 
afreſh, A 
been formerly deputed by the Tyrian 


Coꝛencil, and had brought back the Teſti- 
monies and Evidences of the Crimes 
charg'd on Athanaſius, five of theſe Bi- 
ſhops (the ſixth being dead) offer'd to be 


condemn'd and depriv'd, without appeal- 


ing either to the Emperor or to a Coun- 
cil, if the new deputed Bifhops (that 


ſhould 


whereas 6x Biſhops had 
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ſhould be appointed by the Weſtern as 
well as the Eaſtern Biſhops, and ſhould 
conſiſt of both) did not confirm the whole 
Charge formerly brought out of Egypt, 
and on which Athanaſius was condemn'd 
by Great Conſtantine, and by the Tyrian 
and Conſtantinopolitan Councils. 


But the Weſtern Biſhops knew the Mind 


of the Emperor Conſtans, and therefore 
refus'd this and all other Offers; nay, 
they proceeded ſo far, as to procure a 


menacing Letter from Conſtans to the 


Eaſtern Piſhops, to terrify, them into a 
Compliance with him and with the 
Weſterns. But the Letter had no Effect 
upon them. VV 
For the Eaſtern Biſhops aſſembled in 
Council in a Place by themſelves, and 
proteſted againſt the Weſtern Conventicle, 
as made up (for the moſt Part) of Per- 


ſons uncapable of Seſſion or Vote in 
Council: Afterwards they declar'd Ju- 


lius of Rome, Paulus of Conſtantinople, 


Athanaſius of Alexandria, Hoſius of Cor- 


duba, excommunicate and depos'd, and 
wrote an Encyclical Letter of all their 
Decrees to all Biſhops and Churches. The 


Proceedings of the Eaſtern Biſhops, and 


their Offers and Reaſons, had been ſo fair 


and clear, that all Men were ſatisfy'd 


with them, and therefore all the Churches 
every where dwn'd the Ezftern Biſhops to 


be the true and only Council of Sardica. 


Even 


241 


Even St. Auſtin does more than once pro- 
feſs, that he knew no other Council of 
Sardica, but that of the Arians : For he 
was (it ſhould ſeem) aſham'd to call that 
Convention of Weſtern Biſhops (who had « 
obſerv'd no Conciliary Method, and had « 
- 00M upon all the Canons) a Coun- « 
ci „ OY * 
For all this, the Weſtern Biſhops went 
on in their Deſign, or rather the. Defign 
of their Emperor Conftans, which was to 
pick a Quarrel with his Brother Conſtan- 
tins, They reſtor'd all the depos'd and 
excommunicated Biſhops, and chiefly 4- 
thanaſius; and made thoſe famous De- 
crees and Canons, on which all learned 

Men know that the Supremacy of the 
Biſhops of Rome is ſolely founded, and 
which, from that Time forward, the Bi- 
ſhops of Rome have ever practis d: So 

that at the ſame Time theſe Fathers re- 
ftor'd Athanaſms, they ſet up Anti-Chriſt. 
I challenge all his Vindicators to deny, 
(if they can) that the Pope's Supremacy 
was firſt decree'd and ordain'd by this 

Sardican Conventicle of Weſtern Biſhops, 
that reſtor'd Athanaſius; and conſequent- | 

ly, that Popery and Athanafraniſm were in- 

troduc'd at the ſame Time, and by the | 
| 
| 
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ſame Perſons. | 
This Conventicle havy 
their Maſter requir'd of t 
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1 
not long after wrote this complementa 
Brotherly Letter to Conſtantius. 


« Atbanaſins has prov'd, that the Bi- 
* ſhoprick of Alexandria belongeth of 


Right to him: Therefore let him be 
wa by you reſtor'd, OT 1 Will reſtore him 
« by Arms. | | 


Conſtantius being at that Time engag'd 
with the Perſians, judg'd it not for the 
Safety of his Empire, to have to do at 
the ſame Time with them and with his 


Brother, and therefore agreed that Atha- 
naſius ſhould return to Alexandria. The 


next Lear (being | Anno 3 50 after Chriſt) | 
God rais'd up an Enemy to Conſtans, for 


Magnentius ſlew him, and poſſeſs'd him- 


| ſelf of the Weſtern Empire. But Anno 


en TI EIN 


| 
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353, the Emperor Conſtantius, in Revenge 


of his Brother, fought and overcame 
 Magnentius, and made himſelf abſolute 
Lord both of the Ezſt and Weft Empires. 


The ſame Year a Council was held at 
Arles, in which Athanaſius was again con- 
demn'd. And in the Year 355, the Coun- 
cil of Milan, confiſting of three hundred 
Biſhops, did alſo condemn Athanaſius and 
his few Adherents. So Atbænaſius fled 


from Alexandria, and St. George was ap- 


pointed by the Council to ſucceed him. 
E This 
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This is that St. George, the Honorary 
Saint of England, whoſe Anniverſary-Day 


is here kept on April 23. Some of our 


late KinGs have choſen to be crown'd 


on this Day. The Sovereign, and Knights 


of the moſt noble Order of the Garter, are 


from him call'd Knights of St. GEORGE. 
Many honourable al of this and 


— 1 * — 


other Nations, are ſurnam'd from him. 
His Memory is yet ſo famous over all the 


Exſt, that the very Turks do honour him 
as an Hero and Saint, by the Name of 
Gerges. He died a Martyr under the 
Reign of Julian the Apoſtate, 1 
St. George was born a Gentleman, and 


was in his younger Years a Soldier; and 


having been a brave Officer, was in Time 


of Peace advanc'd to be Treaſurer of the 
Imperial Exchequer at Conſtantinople. He 


is commonly pictur'd on Horſeback, arm'd 
and fighting with a Dragon in Defence of 
a Virgin Lady, becauſe, when he was a 
Tribune or Colonel, he had reſcued a 


Maiden Lady from a Dragon with his 
Spear and Sword. But this Popiſh Le- 


gend has been ridicul'd ſufficiently by the 
learned Men in ſeveral Ages; who ſay, 
that this Part of St. George's Story is only 
a Moral, and that his Videry was ob- 


tain'd by St. George in his old Age. The 

Dragon (ſay they) was Athanaſius, and 

the Virgin was the Church of Alexandria, 

which he by his Eloquence, nn 
an 
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and Piety, defended from the venomous 


and mortal Breath and Corruptions of 4 


thanaſius: Wherefore tis the more to be 
lamented, that theſe Corruptions ſhould 


ſo far prevail over the Reaſon of this 
Nation, who having made Choice of this 
Great St. George for a Pattern and Glory 
to their Kingdoms, ſhould thus perſecute 
and anathematize one another, in Vindi- | 


cation of that Dragon which their Saint 
had deſtroy'd. 1 N | 
But however that be, tis certain our 
George apply'd himſelf very hard to his 
Study, after he was made Treaſurer of 
the Exchequer, and gain'd the Reputation 


of the moſt Learned of ali Men of his 


Time in the Trinitarian Queſtions. When 
therefore he came to Alexandria, ſent by 

the Council of Milan, he was receiw'd 
with ſo much Honour and Reſpect, that 
the Emperor Conſtantius was extreamly 


pleas'd, and wrote a Letter to the Alex- 


andrians, in which he calls their Biſhop 
the moſt Venerable George; a Man (ſaith 
he) the moſt ſkilful of all Mortals in 


_ theſe Queſtions, in whom the noble Alex- 
andrians may confide, as in a facred An- 
chor. Then the Emperor thanks them 


for deſerting (they are the very Words 
of his Letter) that Impoſtor and Conjurer 


Athanaſius, and for adhering to holy 


George. He aſſures them, he ſhould think 
himſelf in a Fault, if he did not exceed 
JJ 4 Hao their 
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their Founder, Great Alexander, in Kind- 


neſs to and Eſteem of their Royal City, 
and their Perſons. But to reſume the 


Hiſtory of St. Athanaſius and his Do- 
A 5 


In the Tear 357, a General Council was 
call'd at Syrmium Here Hoſius (who had 
been Preſident of the Nicene Cnncil, and 


of the Sardican Conventicle) and the other 


— — 


5 


Fathers who had compos'd the Nicene 
Council, and that were Authors of the 
Nicene Creed, did now make a contrary 


reed; in which they forbid all Mention 
of Homo oiiſios, and declare that the Son 


had a Beginning, and was inferior to the 


Father in Godhead, Power, and all other 
Reſpects. 5 
In the Year 359, all the Biſhops of the 


World aſſembled to the Council of Ari- 


minum. And whereas 1t had been hither- 
to ſaid by ſome, that the Son is Homo- 
ouſros, (1. e.) of like and equal Nature 
and Subſtance with the Father: By o- 
thers, that he is Homoi-onſios; that is, 


tho' not of equal, yet of like Nature and 
Subſtance with the Father, becauſe he 
has a Spiritual, and in ſome Senſe a Di- 


vine Nature; the Council at Ariminum 
did net think fit, that the Son ſhould be 


3t all compar'd with God, nor yet meer 
and common Creatures, and therefore re- 
jected both Homo-ouſios, and Homoi-ouſeos, 


and requir'd that it he only ſaid, The 
Son 


* 1 
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Gon is not na Creature like unto other 
Creatures, This was the very Doctrine 
of Arins, and ſeems to have been taken 
out of his Writings ; for in his Letter to 


Alexander he ſaith of the Son, © He is a- 
perfect Creature of God, but not like 
any of the reſt. And again, © Made, bur 
n not like other Things that are made.? 


But the Reader may poſſibly ſay, this 
is a Tale of Athanaſius, ſo every Way 
contrary to the Vindications which have 
been written in his Behalf, that of Ne- 


ceſſity one of them is not only falſe, but 
a wilful Forgery, at leaſt in the firſt Au- 
thors; and 'tis not obvious, how an un- 


learned Man ſhould judge, with any Cer- 
tainty, which of them is true and which 
falſe. I anſwer; A judicious Perſon may 
fully ſatisfy himſelf without being at the 
Trouble of a laborious Search. For, 


PFirſt, The Offer of the Eaſtern Biſhops 
at Sardica, while the Emperor Conflans 


was yet alive, That a new Deputation of 
Biſhops ſhould be ſent into Egypt, and if 


they found that the Depoſitions brought 


to the Tyrian and Conſtantinopolitan Coun- 


_ cils were in any Particular falſe, that 


then the five ſurviving Biſhops would be 
depos'd, without appealing to Ceſar, or 
to a Council: This Offer, I ſay, was ſuch, 
as did then ſatisfy all honeſt and conſi- 
dering Men, and in all Ages to come will 
ſatisfy all ſuch. It alſo demonſtrates the 

Falſhood 
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Falſhood of what all his Vindicators, 


from their Legendary Authors, ſays, 
That at the Council of Milan, Conſtantius 


drew his Sword, and ſcar'd the Fathers 


into a Complyance; For what need that, 
when the Evidence againſt Athanaſius 
was ſo undeniable, that Conftans and the 
Conventicle of Sardica durſt not ſuffer 
the Cauſe to be re-examin'd, or permit 

2 Deputation of Biſhops to be ſent into 


Eg yyt; but acquitted Athanaſius without 
any Trial, only becauſe the Emperor 


Conſtans wanted a Quarrel with his Bro- 
ther Conſtantius ? VV 
Secondly, Who that conſiders at all, 


can give Credit to one or two partial 


Hiſtorians of the Nicene Faction, and who 


liv'd an Age after Athanaſius and all 


theſe Councils, againſt Conſtantine the 
Great, a Prince the moſt Juſt and Ho- 
nourable that (perhaps) ever manag'd the 
Roman Empire, and an Homo-oufian (by 


Confeſſion of all Parties) at what Time 
he condemn'd Atbanaſius, and baniſh's |, 


him to Treves , alſo againft ſo many and 


great Councils of learned and holy Bi- 


ops, in ſome of which Councils the 
Preſident and all the Nicene Fathers were 
preſent, and confented : Laſtly, Againſt 
Hiſtorians that were contemporary to 
Athanaſius and to theſe Councils > We 
bave the Calumny of divers of his Vin- 
Fm” ä 
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dicators, that the Fathers at Ariminum 
were in a manner ſtarv'd into a Comply- 
ance, which is ſo falſe, that all the ancient 
Hiſtorians, of both Parties, witneſs, that 
the Emperor not only bore the whole 
Charges of all the Biſhops, to and from 


' the Council, but alſo allow'd to each of 


them a very honourable Salary during 


all the Time of their being there. But 


the Nicene Faith being given up at Ari- 
minum by the Nicene Fathers themſelves, 
it was neceſſiry for the Men of that Per- 
ſwaſion, in After- ages, to deviſe ſome- 
thing to ward off ſo great a Blow, as the 
Authority of the greateſt Council that 
ever was; a Council conſiſting of all the 
Biſhops of the whole World, _ 
Thirdly, Whereas this is the Queſtion 
between the Vindicators of Athanaſius and 
the Unitarians, Whether or no Atbanaſius 
Was as vicious in his Life, and his Do- 
ctrine as erroneous, as it is {aid to be; 
and whether the before-mention'd Coun- 
cils did freely ſo judge? I ſay, this being 
the Queſtion, becauſe the Vindicators 

cannot deny the Matter of Fact, That 4- 
thanaſius was often condemn'd by theſe 
Councils, and that his and the Nicene 
Doctrine was not only rejected, but a con- 


| trary Dodrine advanc'd therefore they 


pretend that the Fathers in theſe Coun- 
cils were for the moſt Part good, honeſt, 
__Catholick 
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1 
Catholick Biſhops, and only aw'd into a 


Complyance by the Emperor Conſtantius. 
To this I ſay therefore, let theſe Gen- 


— 


tlemen take their Option, either St. Atha- 


naſius was thought as guilty, and his Do- 


_ Arine judg'd as erroneons, as has been hi- 
therto ſaid; or all theſe Gentlemens good 
honeſt Catholick Biſhops were a Pack of 


the greateſt Villains in Nature, in con- 


demning 2 Perſon whom they believ'd to 
be moſt innocent, and a Doctrine which 
they held to be fundamental and neceſ- | 


ſary to Salvation. In a Word, theſe Vin- 


dicators muſt either give up their dear 


3 e WW ji 


Athanaſius, or the Biſhops of the whole! 


| World, whom they pretend to have been 
Catholick. 1 5 —— 


© Now, having hereby given a ſufficient 


Relation concerning Athanaſius, and the 
Countenance which he and his Doctrine 


found in the Catholick Church in that 
Age, I will only fay ſome few Words 


concerning the Gain which the Biſhop of 
Rome alſo made of the Entertainment 


which he ſo:often gave to Arbanaſius and 
his Party, and then conclude. 
For he thereby took Advantage to 
claim a Negative in Councils, and after- 
wards the ſole Power of determining Con- 


troverſies out of Council. And by far- 
ther Changes and Additions made ſince 


in the Faith of the Goſpel and the Diſ- 
putacities 


11 
putacities of Doctors thereupon, hath 
thereby made an Infallible Chair appear 
neceſſary; and thoſe who ſit in that Chair, 
have ſo far made it more Infallible, as to 
determine what is moſt advantageous to 
themſelves; for they have thereby gain'd 


Honour and Power, boundleſs as their 
Matters of Faith, and incredible as their 


Myſteries. 
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